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| STONE STANDS SUPREAE.

Chicago Is Proud of Melville E. Stone,
Her World-Renowned Journalist,
Banker and Business Man.

Starts with Brains

Only, but Leads His

Profession at Fifty Years
of Age.

The Successful Career

of the Founder of the

Chicago Daily News, and General Man-
ager of the Associated Press.

His Work for Honest Government in Chicago’s
Municipal Affairs and His Continual Battle
with Official Corruption.

Chiengo, the elty marvelous, has en-
Hstedd In fts newspaper fleld some of
the strongest intellects in the natlon—
men of Lroad mental grasp, costmopoll-
mn Wens anid notable business sagueity,
Consplenous  nmong those who have
given the city prestige In this divection
muost be placed Melville E. Btone, Hix
fdentieantion with “the art preserva-
Give of a7 nrts® s been one of distine
tive predilection, and though he has
intermittently turned his attention to
entorprises of different  nature, wtill,
troe to the instinet sald to charncterize
every nowspaper man, he has lnvarin-
bly returned to the work, strengthened
and relnforced by the experiences
which huve been his,

Mr. Btone has been n distinctly orlg-
inal fgure in the newspaper feld not
only of Chiengo, but of the entire Un-
lon, and ns s been well sald of him
in the connection: “His reputation has
penetrated every elty where newspa-
pers are known, e s instinetively o
newspaper man, and no one of his pro-
fesslon 1% more widely known and few
wore generally lked, Ho has wou his
friends by the kindliness of his pature
and his Inherent, subtle foree, nnd has
camed hix enemies by Lis nucompro-
mising zeal In the pursuit of any object
townrd which he has directed his en-
ergles,” el at the present thme pres-
fdent of the Globe Natlonul Bank of
Chicago, nnd genernl muanager of the
Associnted Pross In this elty, having
attained a splendid and merlted suceess
In temporal affalrs through his own ef-
fortw,

Melville E. Stone was born In the
villnge of Hudson, McLean County, 111,
on the 220 of August, 1848, helng the
son of the Rev. Elijah Btone, who was
a member of the Rock River Methodist
Eplscopal conference from 1848 to 18,
in which connection he eame to Chleago
In 1800, ns pastor of whnt Ix now the
Centensry Church,  Melville K, pur-
suwd Lils studles fn the publie schools
of Chicago untll he completed the high
sehool course, geaduating In 1867, When
be attalned his majority In 1868, his
fnther asslited hlm In the purchase of
a1 foundry nmd machine shop, where i
gve inception to his business career,
s property was destroyed In the great
tire of 1871, and not only did he lose nll
e had acenmulated, but found him-
solf burdened with finanelal obligations
which hix misfortune rendered him un-
able to meet at the time,  He was left
without occupation, but had secured
some ltile experlence In newspaper
work, and soon becnme n reporter on
the old Republicun, When, shortly af-
terward, that paper was merged into
the Inter Ocvenn, he became clty editor,
About elghteen months later he alded
in bringing about the consolldation of
the Post and Mapil and became manig-
ing oditor of the new paper, in whose
jnterest he repalved to Washington as
corvespondent  some  months Inter,
wWhile In the Federal capltal he became
& member of the congressionnl staff of
the New York Hernld, He returned to
Chicage and resumed his former posl-
ton as mnuaging editor, but he soon
tendered his resignation for the pur
pose of concentrating on n new Journal-
istle venture, The nueleus of the great
enterprlze which brought to Mr. Btone
both success apd reuown was shown
forth on Ohirlstinas day, 1875, when the
first Issue of the Chleago Dally News,
the orviginal one-cent paper of the clty,
mado Ite appearance, The Inception of
thix enterprise, whose unparalileled sue-
.cons Is now n part of the history of Chl-
eago journallsm, was of most modest
order, Mr. Btone's assoclates having
been Willlnm B, Dougherty and Percy
Meggy, who subsequently withdrew
from the partnership. The News was
«originally published in the ofice of the

L

| Bemudinavian, which was controlled by
Victor F, Lawson, who wax eventunlly
to become o member of the tirm, In
1855 the partaership between Messies,
Rtone amd Lawson expired by Hmlta-
tlon, whereupon n stock company was
formasd, nll the stock belng retalned by
the two men,

Ar, Stone remained In the business
until 1888, when, having acenmulated
n fortune, he teanporarily retired from
Journullvan,  He passed two years
abread In company with his family.
On his return home In 1800, he beeame
the prime factor In bringlng nbout the
organization of the «lobe Natlonal
Bank, which Is recognized as one of the
s til fonnelal institotions of the cliy,
He Is now presldent of this bank., In
IS My, Btone became general mana-
ger of the Associnted Pross, In whieh
capnely his tnlents and peculiar abil-
Ity as o newspaper man find full scope,
while the position Is not one which
pinces upon him the great exactlons in-
cllental to the control of a specifie
newspaper emterprise. 'We ennnot do
better ot this Juncture than 1o guote
from n recent artlele which touches
upon the eareer of Mr, Stone:

“As a good cltizen amd a Journnlist
My, Btone has been a considerable
foree for goml government in Chicago.
His newspapers were independent In
polities, and their Influence was always
wisely and conrageously directed, More
than one threatening municipal abuse
wax corrected through thelr efforts,
more than one rasesd fn public piace
bronght by them to justiee, It Is prob-
ubly falr, and In effect necurate, to say
ot seareely one of the Institutlons
which arve lusteative of Chileago's
progress toward o broader lntellectual
and philunthrople Ufe has been with-
oul substantlal ald, in one way or un-
other, from him, As a newspaper own-
er and pubiishier he manifested what 1s
perhaps 0 wholly unparalleled interest
in purely local matters, burrowing with
Inuomitable persistence into every de-
partment of municlpal government, de-
tecting corruption, however shrewdly
hid, and exposing culprits, whatever
thelr politieal or soeinl standing,”

In matters politieanl Mr, 8tone I dls-
tinetively Independent, and he has ney-
er been In the least an aspirant for
publie oftlee, such positions as be may
bave held, such as mewber of 4he
Board of Eduentlon or treasurer of the
sunltary disteier, having been accordsd
him with bt remote reference to poilt-
fenl Infinence,

In June, ISTH, Mr, Blone was mnile
nesletnnt editor of the Mall, and on the
consolldation of that paper with the
Post he became mannging editor,

It was while engnged In this position
that the famous Western lmnging took
pliee whose partlculars My, Btono's
friends do not to this day let him for-
get, The vietlm was o marderer and
the erlme hind been particularly atro-
vions and had exelted general public
horrar, ‘T'he correspondent “present on
the spot” at the time of the execution
had  been  Instrocted to send In n
graphle necount of the event, with all
the minor detalls well worked In, When
hin stovy arelved It exceeded even My,
SHtone's hopes In pleturesque verbluge,
und was “played up" prominently with
Yseare” headlines, It made o sensation,
it not a clremstance (o0 the sensu-
tlon felt by Mr, Stone when he read his
contemporaries of the same date, He
then fonud that the murderer had been
unexpectedly reprieved and that the
hanging did not take place, s cor-
respondent  Inter in the day verified
this statement In a laconie telegram
annonnelng his resiguntion, For once
Ktone was stumped, But not for long,
In the next lsstie of the Post the an-
nouncement appeared that the Post

NUMBER 417.

HON. MELVILLE E STONE

Journalist, Financier and Public Spirited Citizen.

cortvspondent had been foreed to wit-
ness it from n distance through the
medium of a telescope,.  He had pre-
pared his “story™ In ndvance and was
only waltlug for the drop te fall to put
It on the wire. With hix glass he had
seen  the vietim ascend the gallows,
had seen the noose areanged, and had
seen him suddenly disappear, e had
then  bolted for the telegraph office,
The fact was that the reprieve arvived
nt that eritleal moment, and the wul-
den  disappearance wax slmply the
murderer's return to his new lease of
life,

This 1% the general blographieal his-
tory of Mr, Rtone ns far us he has made
it, but It has been Interlined with n
personal history of nn extremely inter-
esting chinrncter, He has changed Hede
I persounl appearance in all these
yours of conseless netivity, amd has ap-
parently not had time to show his age
beyoud o slight suggestion of baldness,

He s the spme to<day (o his offlee ns
hee was on the old Post. A co-worker
of the old days wonld recognize the fa-
mbdar suggestion of 0 unsal twang In
his shanp, clear-ont utternnees and the
drawn-out “Well” with wanieh he be-
ging o remnrk. e imlks well amd 1o
the point, with the Hdtatlons only that
Yielong 1o o man whme yvocation s 1o
write, A chavacteristie, unfortunate.
Iy unlgue, s the fact that he s nlways
clrewmspect in what he says, None of
hix Intimates ean ever renember him
to have voleed n volgar suggestion. e
even withstomd the strong temptation
given hibm onee by o man feou Milwan-
kee,  Brone's paper  had  published
something anbout this man that the Mil-
wankeean considered objectionalle. He
therefore wrote an angry detter to Bong
threatening 10 come to the offiee and
personnily chastise him in pddition to
foreling the paper to give him subsian-
tinl damnges for Hbel, 8tone reprinted
the letter on the editorinl page, with
the comment added that If the moan
from Miwankee vemtured to eome to
the offiee he would set the otfiee eat on
ime  The man from Milwaukee did
not appear,

This Incldent was characteristiec of
Btone, whose sense of humor s Hvely.
He always appreclated the Ineldent ve-
Inted as typitying his alertness In the
early days of the News, There was nn
alnvn of tire and the englnes were
thundering through the street to the
weene, The usund crowd had assem-
bled at the corners, when o Hitle news-
boy belonglng to Stone's stafl rushedl
out and shouted: “Here you are; a full
necount of the fire,” Enterprise that
conld get an necount of a five before It
occurred was not inconsistent to the
boy, who had learned to see lncldents
not aore wonderful to him accom-
plished by Btone,

A man who knows Bione well when
usked to explain his success sald: 1
think his success Is due chlefly to his
indetatigabllity, coupled with the ac-
curacy of his vislon as to the outcome
of a given set of clreumstances, Of

course you must add to this his fertility

of resources and his general foreeful
claracter.”

These quailties have often been ex-
empliied In Stone's eareer, and never
more thoroughly than In the ease of
the embexsling bank president Bpen-
cer, This mnn skipped om when his
suvings bank falled and disappeared
apparently as 1 he had been swallow-
el . The pollee gave up all hopes
of tracing him,  He was o publlie &en-
satlon for a thme, tut the public was
foreed to aceept his disappearaues as
finnl. But pnly for a thne, Ntone de-
ciled 1o have Spencer fTowmd,  Tle had
ne vindietlve Interest to have him nre-
rested nnd punished, for that was not
his diveet buslness, bt he deelded that
the auan should be seen pud talked o
by one of his reporters, He started out
on this quest with only the *facis the
pestee hnd worked on, He tinally traewld
Wim to Eurepe, and v last In oa Lole
Gemmnn vEnge Speneer toul his story
to g reporter for Stone's paper,

Tt was enterprise of this natare that
startedd the people tnlking nbout Stone
and lis poper, 10 wns enterprise, mopre-

PR, that aid not gesert Bseln in spuis-

odle onthursts, bt was alive aond on
top all the thne,  Ple mbaed s splet
fnto all the men with whom he came in
contiaet In his work, nmd, as he was 0
very appronchable wnw, he came in
contanet with nearly all. He won from
Hum wore sielet obodience and consel-
entlous attention to duty, down to the
smallest detalls, by his uniform kind-
fioss and sympathy thun the most s
vere diselplinnrian ever  evoked by
thrests or Ffear,

An lneldent that will he well pemem-
bered I the oceaslon of the visit to
Chicngo of My, and Mrs, Clevelnd,
My, Brone enused to e printed In the
Nows addvesses of weltome In various
Innguges and o few coples of this Ix-
st were printed on sk or satin, One
of these unigque souvenirs was sent to
the Clevelands,

He appreciated the value of news
with o nlee acenraey possessed by fow
newspaper men, and he apprechies the
value of exclusivencss gquite as much,
Tt 1w saddd of him In the early days of his
newspaper  propeictosship, when  his
finnneinl standing was still preearions,
lesecured o great “seoop’ over s con-
temporaries,  RBtorey,. who was then
allve, lad heard In advanee that Blone
hind the pleee of news and sent n repres
sentative to him, ofering to buy it for
BN, The offer wak refused, ns was a
subsequent one of $1,000,  He Is suld 1o
have waverad somewhat when the offer
wis ralsed an hour lnter to §2,000, but
finally settled the matter by replying
that Btorey did not have money enough
to buy that plece of news, Btone pub-
lshed his “scoop,”

His later achlevemenis as general
munnger of the Assoclated Press and
the masterly manner In which he has
handled that position are of vecent date
and well known to the reading publie.
To all who know Btone it Is now simply
a question of “what pext?"

Hon, Frank H. Jones, ex-First Ass|st
nnt Postmaster Genernl, s a publies
spirited cltlzen, nnd one of the ablese
Inwyers In the United States,

Hon, Andrew J, Ryan stands n much
better show of belng the Democratie
nominee for County Judge than does
one Alexnmler J, Jones,

Jo WL Bnddand Is for Hon, W, Lorl-
mer for Congress, tiest, last, and all the
e,

Hon, Mark A, Hanna will e pe-elect-
ol United Rtates Renator from  Ohlo
with fiylng colors, nnd he may be the
next Preshdent of the United States,

Frank L, Shepard waiis to be Presi-
dent of the Twelfth Ward Republican
Club,  Hon, I, A, Rowe will copper
Rhepard's ambition In this divectlon if
hee Hves unthl the electlon takes placee,

Mr. Edward B, Eltleott, the elty olee-
tricion, Is moking n magniteent rovond,
s fdeas on electroloysis will be given
thee pubcie ot an early date,

Bherllf Pease I8 home agaln aftor o
very enjoxable teip In the wild and
woolly west,

Superintendent Bowen of the Chicago
Clty Rollway Co. Is quoted as saying:

“1 will' not relnstate o solitary man,
uml 1 wil dischnrge every man who
Jolns the union.  This s tinal and abso-
lute,  There need be no further con-
ferences,”

The gall and perve of thisx fellow
Bowen s astounding,  Allerton should
tuke hix sealp also, while he s nfter
that of Rabbit Ear Wheeler,

Ho “Bob" Lindblon, the prominent
Swede, wants to run for Congress, does
he? Well, we advike him to smother
his nmbltlon In this direction.

Detocentx of the Bixth congressionnl
distriet won't hmyve Bobby Limdblom or
anyone In his set for thelr camdidate
for Congress,  They say the Iden is
Preposterons,

Alderman Chas, M. Walker would
not under any elrcumstancees aceopt a
nomination for Congress In the Bixth
istrlet,

Thank goodness, the *Barnnele® Coo-
ley hos flually been dropped from the
Dealnnge Board pay roll.  No wonder
Direninage Trustees Carter and Eckhart
nre smiling over the vesult,

The Cagar of Russia Isn't o elrenm-
stanee to Cgar Wheeler of Chlcago.

The feilow Bannlster, who halls from
8t Louls, tutks lilke an anarehist, 1If
the street enr men pay any attention to
the mutterings of skudes of the Ban-
nister stripe, they will not command

the sympathy of the gegeral publie,

Much complalnt Is frequently mnde
by the putron and pupll on neconnt of
the cost of school books, Thix cost Is
vory often unnecessarlly Inereased by
the princlpals nud teachers reguiring
books to be proeured by the children
that have not been preseribed by the
Board of Education,

The enuses leading up to this condl-

tlon vary In different cases. Many times
nn agent who has not suceceded in hay-
lug hix books properly placed before
the Board of Education vislts the teach-
ers and Interests them, and the teach-
er In o quiet way suggests that this
woulil be n very good book for the chil-
dren to bave, When one or two puplis
have bought the book, others think they
ought 10 have It in order to be up with
the others, and In this way an extra
dollar or two Ix added 1o the cost on ae-
cotint of the suggestion of this teacher,
Another book has recelved consldera-
ble commendation and favorable tlk
on the part of teachers and puplls, and
In plaeed In the Hitle stores of the nelgh-
borbood and dealers ure glven special
disconnts to get It started In the
#ehools, and In this way they work
through teachers and puplls amd get
them to procure unnecessary books,
The third and perhaps the most seri-
ous entse Is the Interest which sehool
otffeers, superintendents and teachers
may lmve In certain books that they
have made, or eaused to be made, amd
of which they are elther divectly or in-
Wirectly the anthors, These books are
crowded Into the schools o qulet wany
I order to tivst ereate a demamd for the
book, and thus almost force the Board
of Edueation to adopt the same.
When Mr. Clhas, Thornton, the pres.
et Corporntion Connsel of this chy,
wits 0t menibor of the Behoal Board, he
called attentlon 10 a very lmportant
Inw, and efther had the books ellminut-
e or the persons Interested In the same
gIve up thelr entive copyright In order
to correct this partienlar evil, Ax this
matter seems to e of great lmportanee
to onr publie schools, we dexsire to enll
especial attention’to the following pro-
vislon of the Constitution of the Stute
of Hinels, article 8, puragraph 4, which
rends ux follows:

“No teacher, Binte, county, township
or distrlet school offeer shiall be inter-
ested In the sale, procesds or profits of
any book, npparatus or furnliure nsed
or to be usedd In any school In this Bute,
with which sueh offfeer or tencher may
e conneeted, under such penaltios ns
may be provided by the Genernl As-
sombly.*”

Waounld it not be well for our Board
of Edueation to see that the ehilldreen
ave propecly protected from belng re-
guired 1o by school books not author-
Tl by the board?

The stntement so often made by
wany of our best known husiness wen
that  Mr. K. G, Schmbdt, the groat
brewer, banker, and safety vanlt own-
er, "wis never known to do anything
by halves,” hns ngnin been proven trae,
For this sterling cltigen and solid husl-
ness mnn has flled the hemeds of his
old nelghbors and the merchads of the
North nnd Northwest Bides with pride
by the enterprise born within him, aml
in thix Instance demonstrated by the
erection of the finest and most substan-
thal structure In Northwest Chlcago,
located at 300 Clybourn avenue, north-
west corner of North avenue, and
known as the North Chigggo Bafely
Deposit Vaults, These vallts are the
finest of thelr kind In the United
Btates, and Messars, K. G, Behmldt &
Hon are entitled to great praise, and it

PARENTS PAY THE PRICE.

Sohool Books Pushed by Pliable
Pedagogues Who Are Out
for the Stufl.

Book Agents Thrown Down by Board of
Education Sell Theiir Books by
Bribing Teachers.

Parents Pay Pretty Prices Because School
Teachers Have Their Hands
Behind Them.

K. G. Schmidt Builds the First Vaults in North-

west Chicago—Sketch of a Great
Business Career.

I« not surprising that they have been
recelving the congratulations of  the
pubille at large slnee the recent open-
Ing of thelr splendidly equipped safe-
1y deposit vanlts, The location of these
vaulis I8 very convenlent for both the
resldents of the North nmd Northwest
Nides, awd Mr, Schinldt sald yesterday:
“We  are greatly pleased to welcome
the publie and show them through our
estublishment, =o that they can see for
themselves that we have not spared
nny expense in mnking the depository
ouie of the safest and ax good and con-
venlent In every respect as the best
vault In Chicago or the West.,” There
nre 1,000 hoxes In these handsome amd
spacious vaults, On leaving the offiee,
amd  passing over the matted marble
stalrway, you reach the walting-room,
which I» separnted by solld Iron bars.
After passing the entrance, you reach
a hallway, on both sldes of which are
writlng rooms for the use of the pa-
trons, You will then face three solld
steel doors, one of them having a time
lock, ®o that you cannot ‘enter the
vault before n certaln hour, The walls
are mmude of iron plates covered with
cement, and are connected with an
automnatle, self-acting burglar alarm,
i the snme protoction s used In case
of fire. The yearly rental of n box Is
only i, thereby giving the people of
sl means the advantage of using
the safewy daposit vaults,

Mr. James AW, Donnell, secretary of
the Bankers' Eleetrle Protective Com-
puny, who equipped the voults with
thelr automatie electrie burglar alnrn
systemy, sald thix week 1o o represen-
tntlve of The Eagle: *“*Messrs, K. (1.
Nelmddt & Bon's safety deposit vaulis
are the only vanlts in Chileago equipped
with our burglar alurm. The acemmn-
lutlon of wealth necessitates o conshil-
erable expenditure for means of pro-
tection agaiust burglary. The burglar,
It I« admitted, s skilirnl, darving and
progressive,  Ingenulty and mechani-
vl =K have constantly endeavored
o produce  jmpregnable  safes  amd
vaulis,  Eleetrieity and compound ex-
plosives furtish the man of eriminal in-
clinntion with effective menns to sue-
cessfully practiee his profession, and i
1% 0o matter of recond that bank burglaes
huve often demonstented iow suecess-
fully they can use explosives, and have,
lately, boldly and publiely declared
theaselves possessed of the knowledge
of eleetrielty as n mode of attack, Bafes
nnd vanits wirleh once detied suceoss-
ful attack are now Insecure from burg-
s, A earbon stick, properly connect-
el to n souree of elevtrienl encrgy, is
the most convinelng proor of this state-
ment,

It Is useless to depemd upon safes or
vaults alone, gs they are not now and
never ean be made to furnish security
ngalnst so Formldable o method of at-
tek,  Maodern sclentifle security  de-
mands the assoclation of safes and
vaults with some additional and infal-
Hble means of fortileation agalnst ae-
cess o thelr contents by burglars, We
employ the same agent for protection
of safes and vaults that can be used
for their destrnetion,

“Electelelty Is made the ever viglinnt
guardian that defles approach amd s
always rendy 1o sound g eall of alnrm,
thus defeating the most skitirally labd
plans of the robber, This electrical
gunrdsman s omnlpresent and invinet-
ble, It ds but naturnd and Just that the
portion of the publie which entrusis [ts
funds and valunbles to banks and oth-
er custodinns shonld bave a direct In-
torest In the provisions made for thelr
safe keaplng., 1t is our alm to antiel-
pate the burglar and acqualnt custo-
dluns of the public's wealth with the
existing dangers, In order that they
may equip themselves with the neces-




